^O     THE AWAKENING OF MODERN EGYPT

duty to obviate a situation that could afford Russia an excuse
for fulfilling her obligations under the treaty. It was therefore
decided that both the British and French Mediterranean fleets
should proceed to the Levant and do their utmost to induce
the opposing generals to suspend hostilities. They also
instructed their ambassadors at Constantinople to intimate to
the Porte that if the Russian fleet should, for any reason what-
ever, enter the Bosphorus, permission would be given to the
British and French fleets to do the same.1

France, sincerely desirous to prevent unnecessary blood-
shed, sent two officers to Constantinople and Alexandria
respectively. Both of them carried orders for the commanding
generals to halt wherever they were. Captain Caillier, who
was sent to Mohammed Ali, eventually succeeded in carrying
Mohammed Ali's orders for Ibrahim to halt; but by the time
he reached Ibrahim's camp, the Battle of Nezib had been
fought and won on 24 June 1839.

The Turkish army was routed in a few hours by the
Egyptian artillery and cavalry alone; the infantry did not fire
one single shot in the fight.2

The Prussian Ambassador at the Porte was the first to
receive the news of the disaster from the Prussian staflf accom-
panying the Turks. Hafiz, it was said, acted in direct opposi-
tion to the counsels given by the Prussian officers. He risked a
battle in the open plain because he thought it a disgrace to
fight behind ditches and walls.3

The news of the disaster never reached the ears of its author,
Sultan Mahmud, who had succumbed to pain and grief on go
June. The news was kept secret and the new Sultan, Abdul
Mejid, a boy of sixteen, ascended the throne unattended by-
the customary riots and carnage. But misfortunes befell the
Porte one after the other. On July 8, the same day on
which the news of Nezib reached Constantinople, Ahmed
Fawzi Pasha, the captain pasha and admiral of the Turkish
fleet, suspecting mischief from Khosrew Pasha, the Russo-
phile Grand Vizier, veered his fleet, consisting of seven ships
of the line and ten frigates, towards Alexandria. The men
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